
“For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be 

Lord both of the dead and the living.” Romans 14:9  
 

September 16, 2021 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

The U.S. Supreme Court has been in the news in recent days over a milestone 
decision to ban abortions as early as six weeks of pregnancy in the state of 
Texas. The court then declined a request by the pro-choice advocates to reverse 
this decision. For the first we see a glimmer of righteous decision making 
concerning this issue. To God be the glory!  
 

Let us remember that Jesus Christ is the Chief Justice of heaven’s Supreme 
Court. There are no other justices or lower courts above His. The 14th chapter of 
the book of Romans lays out the case in a marvelous way. 
 

The Lord is our Judge. The apostle Paul was led of God to make this clear: For if 
we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die unto the Lord. Therefore, 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and rose 
and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and the living, Romans 
14:8-9. Every Christian is accountable to Jesus Christ for what we say and do.  
 

Would you believe that Paul had plenty of critics? A few of those critics were 
members of the church in Corinth, Greece. Some liked this preacher. Others liked 
a different preacher. Some refused to eat meat offered to idols. Some did buy it. 
Paul wrote to his high-brow critics in Corinth: Let a man so consider us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required 
in stewards that one be found faithful. But with me, it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge 
myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but 
HE WHO JUDGES ME IS THE LORD, 1 Corinthians 4:1-4.  
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A fuss was going on at churches in Rome. Some taught that Christians had to be 
vegetarians—no hamburgers or chicken (Romans 14:2). I read about a self-
styled Christian who stated that Jesus was a vegetarian. How ignorant. Wasn’t 
there lamb (meat) in the Jewish Passover? Yes. Jesus ate beef at the temple 
feasts and fish on the shore of Galilee. He clarified that all foods are acceptable 
(Mark 7:17-20). If one eats only fruit and veggies, it’s acceptable, too. Paul 
warned them: Let him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him 
who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him Who are you to 
judge another’s servant? Romans 14:3-4a. God is more interested in one’s 
attitude than one’s diet. A Christian must not become judgmental, that is, an 
annoying critic who shows contempt to fellow Christians who have a different 
conviction on a subject not forbidden by God in Scripture.  
 

Some believed that the Sabbath day and holy feasts of Old Testament were 
mandatory. The old was replaced with the New Covenant in Christ. Paul’s answer 
was, He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not 
observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the 
Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not 
eat, and gives God thanks. (14:6; compare Colossians 2:16).  
 

The apostle Paul scolded critics for their attitudes. But why do you judge your 
brother (in Christ)? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall 
all stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. … So then each of us shall give 
account of himself to God. (14:10). Dear believer, hold to your convictions with a 
clear conscience before God and man if your conviction is not contrary to 
Scripture unless the Holy Spirit leads you to change it. Every Christian is 
accountable to God for what he believes and teaches.   
 

By His Grace, 

 
Pastor Larry 
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