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July 21, 2021 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

None of us likes to lose, whether it’s sports, competition in business, school, relationships, material 
things. For many it is the same when it comes to the commitment to follow Christ. There are many 
who think and are told by others that if you come to Christ and follow Him you will not have any 
more problems, sickness or financial difficulties. The Scriptures teach us otherwise. For the twelve 
disciples who Jesus asked to follow him, it cost them dearly. It meant they must be willing to lose 
things in this life in order to gain what is eternal. One disciple in particular who came to my mind is 
Matthew. We don’t read much about this man but one tiny verse tells us all we need to know. In 
Matthew 9:9 we read, And as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man, called Matthew, sitting in 
the tax office; and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he rose, and followed him. Notice that Jesus 
saw him sitting in the tax office. Although Matthew was a Jew he was working for the Roman 
government collecting taxes from his own people. He was with the in crowd when it came to the 
Roman soldiers and those who supported Rome but his reputation among the devout Jews was one 
of a traitor. Jesus comes up to him and says, “Follow Me!” To follow Jesus meant to lose his good 
paying job, his Roman supporting friends. We read that Matthew immediately rose up and followed 
Jesus. He didn’t hesitate. We find that the next account we read of Jesus reclining at Matthew’s 
house for dinner with all of Matthew’s tax collector friends and others of low reputation. Matthew 
was used of God to write the Gospel of Matthew some 20 years later. We read in Luke 5:11, When 
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. The disciples lost much 
to find everything in Christ. Jesus spoke about this cost to the multitude along with His disciples in 
Luke 9:23, And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” Pollster George Gallup contends that fewer 
than ten percent of evangelical Christians could be called deeply committed. Most of those who 
profess Christ don’t know basic teaching and don’t act differently because of their Christian 
experience.  
 

Dear friend, as a Christian there will be times we will be called upon to lose something for naming 
the name of Christ. You may be at the crossroads right now, having to make a decision concerning 
your commitment to Christ and what the world offers you. With the help of the Holy Spirit may we 
choose to follow our Savior no matter what the cost. May we say along with the Apostle Paul, I 
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for 
me, Galatians 2:20.  
 

 

Jonestown        Bible Church 

14 Silvertown Road, Jonestown, PA 17038 
717-865-4732   www.jonestownbiblechurch.org 



Sunday Services 
 Sunday School Classes at 9:30 a.m. for all ages which includes nursery care, preschool, 

kindergarten, elementary, middle school and high school, couples class and a combined men’s and 
women’s adult class .       

 Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. with a supervised nursery and 2/3 year old children’s church. 
Children ages 4 through 2nd grade will sit with their parents for a portion of the worship service 
until they are dismissed for their children’s church. We will have two locations for worship—in the 
sanctuary and the gym. Those who feel the need for more social distancing can view the service in 
the gym where it will be live-streamed. Please stay home if you or any household members have 
any signs of illness or underlining health issues of concern. Please be wise and hold to your 
convictions in these matters. For those who remain at home a video of the service will be available 
to watch on our church website, Facebook page and on YouTube once it is uploaded. It will not be 
live-streamed on the internet.  

 No Evening Service at the church. Meet at Coleman’s Park for their Music in the Park Concert Series 
to hear the musical ministry of David Phelps. Concert begins at 7 p.m. Meet at the park. We will not 
be taking vans to the park. Bring your lawn chairs for seating. 

 

 

Wednesday Night Activities at 7 p.m. 
 No Word of Life Clubs for children  
 Teens will continue to meet during the summer months 
 Women’s Bible Study 
 Men’s Bible Study   
 
 

Good News Day Camp will be held at Jonestown Bible Church the week of August 2 to 6, for children 
entering first grade through those who are going into sixth grade in the Fall of 2021. Good News Day 
Camp will begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m. Cost for Good News Day Camp is $22 per camper. 
Registration forms are available in the literature rack and need to be in CEF office at least one week 
before camp begins. Day Camp sponsored by Child Evangelism Fellowship of Lebanon County, Inc.   
 

Registration forms are available in the literature rack for Preschool VBS for children ages 3 to 6 to be 
held at Jonestown Bible Church the week of August 2 to 6 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please return 
registration form to the office. 
 

Baptism service will be held on Sunday, August 8 at 5 p.m. at the home of Dick and Sophie Light. 
Please bring lawn chairs and if you wish to swim after the baptism, bring modest swimwear. 
 

By His Grace, 
 

 
Pastor Larry 
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