
The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions 

never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Thy Faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22, 23 
November 18, 2021 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

This coming Sunday we will be celebrating the 64th anniversary of the Jonestown Bible 
Church. Rev. George Akins was the founder of JBC and Blue Mountain Christian School. 
As a young man, he was invited to visit his brother-in-law, the Rev. Gilbert Howe, at 
Servicemen's Gospel Center at Indiantown Gap. He became involved in inviting and 
transporting soldiers to the Servicemen's Center. During his work at the center, he was 
ordained by the Independent Fundamental Churches of America in York. After his 
ordination, he became director of Indiantown Gap Gospel Center and Lebanon Valley 
Youth For Christ. After founding Jonestown Bible Church, the church included radio; TV 
and live broadcast ministries, missionary care, the Fellowship Paper and Blue Mountain 
Christian School. His faithful wife Betty, who recently turned 99 yrs old, served by his 
side.  
 

As we reflect upon the faithfulness of George and Betty Atkins, along with all the others 
who faithfully served at JBC over these many years, we must remember that behind the 
fruitfulness of the ministries is the faithfulness of God. It is the Lord who, in His 
providential plan, brought JBC into existence and sustained this local assembly for His 
glory  
 

One of the great attributes of God is His faithfulness. Through the Scriptures we are 
reminded of God’s faithfulness. When the prophet Jeremiah was lamenting the 

destruction of Jerusalem he wrote the book of Lamentations. The worst had happened. 
Jerusalem is in ruins, the people lost their homes, all the people of Jerusalem and 
surrounding Judea have been killed, captured or ruined. God warned them about this 
judgment upon the nation for their idolatry. Many believed their nation was lost forever 
and those who had trusted in the Lord had their faith shaken, thinking God had now 
forsaken them.   
 

But Jeremiah looked at the character of God as he wept over Jerusalem and he saw a 
faithful God who never failed to keep His promises. With this hope Jeremiah wrote in 
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Lamentations 3:22,23, The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Thy Faithfulness. 
 

Perhaps today you are lamenting over a destructive circumstance that has come upon 
you or your family. Take hold of the truth that God is faithful and will continue to work in 
and through you.  
 

Back in 1923 when Thomas Obadiah Chisolm put pen to paper and started to write, he 
had no idea that almost 90 years later, his poem, put to music by William M. Runyan, 

would continue to be sung by Christians all over the world. As one of Chisolm’s more 
than 1200 poems, “Great is Thy Faithfulness,” stands as the standard on the theme of 
God’s goodness and faithfulness.  
 

Kenneth W. Osbeck observes, “While many hymns are born out of a particular dramatic 
experience, this hymn was simply the result of the author’s ‘morning by morning 
realization of God’s personal faithfulness.'” 
 

According to Osbeck, in a letter dated 1941 Chisolm writes, “My income has not been 
large at any time due to impaired health in the earlier years which has followed me until 
now. Although I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-
keeping God and that He has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care, for 
which I am filled with astonishing gratefulness.” 
 

Remember dear ones, a faithful God is holding on to you and will accomplish that which 
concerns you.  
 

Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass, 1Thessalonians 5:24.  
 

By His Grace, 

 
Pastor Larry 
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