
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  Acts 1:8  

 
October 21, 2021 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As we gather together this Sunday evening for our annual congregational meeting, we 
will take the opportunity to look back at the great things God has done through His 
people here at JBC this past year. Throughout the year the Lord gave us many 
opportunities to proclaim the gospel and His Word. The decisions that were made for 
Christ and the spiritual growth we have seen in our church through our discipleship 
ministries has greatly encouraged my heart. Yet, I believe it is crucial that we remember 
who accomplished this work. The Lord Himself, as he used vessels fit for the Master’s 
use. So many of you were used of God this past year as you gave of yourselves to the 
work of the Kingdom here at JBC. Thank you, faithful ones! We must, however, 
continue to remind ourselves that the fruit we bore and will bear has and only will be 
abundant if we are abiding in the Vine, our Lord Jesus Christ and empowered by His 
Holy Spirit. It is through the power of the Holy Spirit that we are able to bear witness to 
the Savior. This is contained in the promise our Lord made to His disciples before His 
ascension in Luke 24:49: And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon 
you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. These 
words spoken to the disciples were fulfilled when the Holy Spirit was poured out on 
them on the Day of Pentecost.   
 

The Holy Spirit began a work then in the disciples which He now continues, that of 
indwelling believers and empowering them for witness as they give Him complete 
control of their lives. This is confirmed in Acts 1:8: But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. So we, too, are 
called to be His witnesses but we can only be victorious in this and see more fruit if we 
are filled with the Holy Spirit and His enabling power. The promise of power through the 
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Holy Spirit is a fact. We then must be careful never to take the credit or the glory for 
something that was accomplished by the Lord through us. When you buy toys for your 
kids or grandkids often times in fine print on the package are these words: batteries not 
included. Do you know what that means? It means that you get the toy, but the power 
to make it work is not included. That is not the kind of gift that God gives. When He 
saved us He also gave us the power to serve Him. The power of the Holy Spirit! As we 
look ahead to this new year of opportunities let us first seek to live holy lives through 
the power of the Holy Spirit then allow Him to empower us for service which produces 
eternal fruit.   
 

You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and 
bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name, He may give to you, John 15:16. 
 

By His Grace, 

 
Pastor Larry 
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